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Sandy Lane residents ‘cheated’

Angry residents have accused a major
houwsing developer of misleading them and
called :n:_'lr ] 11;-\;.' |_1|J,nn11|g .lIITlIII.'.iI.[‘l(llI for a
former gas warks to be scrapped

Hundreds of unhappy householders in
Teddingron and Hampron Wick are to
take on Linden Homes after the house
building firm submitted a revised planning
application for the site at Sandy Lane,
which is known as the Seeboard or Jewson
site.

Imiial pans o put 1%8 apartments on the
site as well as a créche, nuning home and
affice space were turned down by
Richmond upon Thames Council, bur
permission was granted by a planning
inspector in 2005,

Linden now want to bwld an additional
400 homes, 16 of which would fall inte the
affordable houwsing caregory, and
neighbours have said they feel cheated

By Chris Wickham

because they only agreed to back the
ortginal plans following a  wverbal
undertaking in 205 by the developer not
o expand the project

Roesidents have tormed che Sandv Lane
Site Action Group (SLSAG). set up a
website, slsag.org.uk, and raken a
petition to seven roads overlooked by the
proposed apartments, Y8 per cent of thoswe
questioned signed the petition, which
already has over 508 naimes.

Mavid Harnden, head of 5L3AG, sad:
“T]]L“m i_s. F 'I.\,"d_.]] Uf 'a'_lF‘]"‘,N-SlilJll (€8] [Il\.'\l.'\'
plans, people have been betrayed by
Linden, whose word cleatly counts for
nothing when extra profits are at stake.

“People living for miles around would be
warse off if this new application went

through. Local services would suffer, there
would be extra pressure on school places
and the congestion and pollution in the
area would only ger worse”

When the updated planning application
was mooted around two months ago
Councillor Tony Arbour, who represents
Hampton Wick on Richmond upon
Thames Council, said it was already a
major overdevelopment and any increase
will add insule to injury by putting pressure
on an infrastructure which is already
overstrained,

And WVincent Cable, MP for
Twickenham, said there was a possibalicy
the view from Bushy Park could be
affected and pledged w support rendents.

The Teddington Society, the Hampton
Wick Association and the Friends of Bushy
and Home Parks have also come against
the plans.

“Everybody 15 against Linden on this, [t
time they started lispening to local people.”
added Mr Hamden. *They say in their
blurk "We conduce aur business 1 a
responsible way and minimise the
environmental mpact’, if thar was true,
they wouldn't be domng this.

“Linden have a misleading message about
the new application. People mn Teddington
and Hampron Wick have a message of
their own and it couldn't be clearer:
“Withdraw it’."”

Linden Homes said local infrastructure
can support the additional development,
which would include improvements in
encrgy cfficiency and sustmnability and
reduction in carbon emissions by 45 per
cent

Paul Cooper, managing direcror of
Linden Homes South East, said the
company was excited by the opportunities

ritimes.co.

the proposal wouold present

"The pl’l)l_‘\ll_\ﬁ.\,""ll addittonal homes would
partly fund che sustainable rechnology
allow us to fund an exera 16 affordable
fomes assisting n addressing local housing
provide an  additional
contribunon to education and health
services,” he added

A Richmond council spokesman said
public consultation was being carmed ow
and all representations will be taken full.
N0 ACcount

He said plans for the scheme can be
viewed at Teddington Library, on the
council website, richmond.gov.uk, or b
appointment at the Civic Centre

Anv representations should he made in
writing o the case officer, Brvan Staff,
Room 212, Civic Centre, 44 York Sirees,
Twickenham, TW1 3BZ, or by emathng
bastaffi@rnchmond. gov.uk
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